4: I KNOW!
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Every day, the newspaper is filled with … you know … News! That’s why they call it a News-paper.
There’s good news and bad news. Local news and world news. News of major importance and news about
the everyday things in our lives. Whew! That’s a lot
of news. But it’s a lot of what we Need to know and
much of what we Want to know.
The news in your newspaper comes from all over the world. It can be grouped into four main categories:

News about the events
and happenings in your
neighborhood, city, or
county.

News about events or
happenings in your state.

News about events or
happenings from other
states and news involving
the federal government.

News about events or happenings in other countries.

• Look in the your newspaper to find an example of each of the four types of news. Cut out and label each example to share
with the class.
• A lot of people talk about whether news is “good news” or “bad news.” Using the examples from the previous activity,
categorize each according to whether you think it is good news or bad news. Be prepared to explain your thoughts.

The most important
news of the day is located on the front page of
the newspaper, where it’s
easy to find. Usually, it is
a combination of local
and state news, national
news, and world news —
whatever the newspaper’s editors think is the
most important news to
the most people. The top
story of the day is located “above the fold,” on
the top half of the front
page, with a large, boldface headline.

Activity:
Have you ever heard of the Five W’s: Who? What? When? Where? and Why?
When it comes to the news, these ar e five important questions that are asked — and
answered — so you and other r eaders can truly know what’s going on.
1. Find a story in today’s newspaper that you are interested in reading.
Write the headline on a piece of paper.
2. Now, search the story for the Five W’s. Summarize your findings:
A. Who was involved?
B. What happened?
C. When did it occur?
D. Where did it happen?
E. Why did things turn out like they did?

